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Editorial

It is hard to believe that we are now up to the tenth edition of the
Kenton & District U3A Magazine.
Once again, a big Thank You to everyone who has so kindly
supported this edition with their articles, contributions and photos. I do hope you all enjoy reading it.
As you will see from Howard’s Chairman’s Report below, we continue to grow and we have an
exciting range of new activities coming up this Autumn/Winter. Hopefully there will be something
of interest for everyone. Our Speaker Secretary, John Bishop, has lined up some excellent speakers
for our forthcoming Monthly Meetings and we thank him for his hard work in this regard.
Again, thanks and much appreciation to Aime Levy for his desktop publishing skills and to our hard
working Committee for all their endeavours on our behalf.
Please continue to send in your contributions to support the Magazine.
Marlene Knepler - Editor

Message from the Chair
Following on from our successful 3rd AGM in May, 2017 and a very successful
year of activities, Autumn brings what I believe to be a very exciting program for Kenton U3A.
We had a very enjoyable and informative return of Mike Morrow's "The Magic of the Musicals"
followed by an additional September Monthly event with over 70 of you attending the presentation
put on by the team from "Santander" and our Neighbourhood Police Officers on "Financial fraud
and Crime prevention".
In addition to our now well established interest groups which continue to function, in most cases
with an increasing number of attendees, we have an array of new activities starting up.
For those of you who enjoy history, we have 5 weekly talks in November on "American Presidents
from Roosevelt to Nixon" and a series of interactive lectures outlining the developments in
the Middle East since 1948. Both these modules are to be presented by very well informed and
interesting speakers. For current affairs addicts, a new monthly discussion group starts in November
and will consider given topics in depth. Anybody who fancies the challenge of mastering a
new language should seize the opportunity to join the newly formed Latin Group but if you're
looking for a little less challenging activity what about trying out Play Reading (more than 20
members attended the group’s first very successful meeting) If this is not enough, January sees the
inauguration of the "History of Art" class.
Although we have provided the programme it is obviously of limited value if you, the members,
fail to take full advantage thereof. We hope therefore to see many of you enjoying all these new
activities.
I would like to offer a special thank you to Angela and Richard Rumsey for their efforts in obtaining
and fitting the "Black Out" curtain linings in the Bowling Club, which should greatly improve our
screen watching experience.
Finally, a big ‘Thank You’ to our hard working Committee and to all our activity
Facilitators for their unstinting support and work.
Howard Goldstein

Speaker’s Report by John Bishop
This report covers the period from May to September inclusive.
May was our AGM, and after the various yearly reports and election of officers, we were
delighted that Mr. Francis Beckett who is the editor of the U3A national magazine – Third
Age Matters - joined us and gave a detailed talk on his role as editor; this included what he
wishes to include in the magazine and what he wishes to exclude. He is ably assisted in this
task by his team in deciding the suitability of the material at his disposal.
June saw Ann John (a Kenton U3A member) gave us a talk on her life and reminiscences
of her life in Brent, which reached its peak when she was elected as Council Leader. On her
watch the old Wembley stadium with its twin towers was demolished and the new stadium,
(including the new arch) was constructed. This was only one aspect of her role, which
among other things including sitting for an all night session in order to set and pass a budget.
Ann left the Council in 2012, but not before she was awarded the OBE for her services to
the Council.
July saw the return of John Smerin who gave us a fascinating and amusing talk on the “Uses
and Misuses of the English Language”.
In August we had yet another member of our branch, Dr. Jim Moher who gave us a talk
entitiled “The scourge of the Fokkers” about the aviation industry in North West Middlesex
(Kingsbury, Colindale, and of course Hendon ) in the years that led us up to the start of the
First World War. Hendon aerodrome was a pivotal base in the war years. It was visited by
Sir Winston Churchill, as well as royalty, and a lot of roads on the new estate where the
old airfield used to be are named after the pioneers that made the aviation industry such a
success at that time. The talk closely followed the book that Jim Moher has produced.
In mid September we managed to fit in an extra “monthly meeting”. This was a presentation
on the prevention of fraud crime and crime prevention in general. It was organised by
Ann-Marie McManamon (from Santander) and George Popa (from the local Police
Community Support group). Such was the popularity of this event that almost half of the
Kenton U3A branch was in attendance. The types of scam and fraud that the general public
is facing is simply scary and frightening; however the aim of the meeting was to raise
awareness of potential problems that we face, and the meeting certainly achieved that.
Finally, for our regular monthly meeting in September, we invited Peter Hughes from
Harrow U3A to talk to us on World Heritage sites. His talk focused on many sites in the
UK and Ireland, (including their history) with excellent slides included in many cases. He
has a deep knowledge of his subject and whetted the appetite for those members who may
wish to visit any of them.
The future - in October, we hope to have retired Chief Inspector Davis Niccol talk to
us. He addressed us a couple of years ago, and talked amongst other on things on the Jill
Dando case. This will be a new talk. In November we have another returning speaker
– Sarah Ellis, who will complete the talk she was unable to complete last time due to the
number of questions she was asked by our large attentive audience. This will be on Waste
Management, highlighting the disposal of waste, and recycling in our area. There is no
monthly meeting in December as our venue is closed.
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Moment in Time
by Esther Lipton
Away from the country mansion
Away from the conference
Of pompous pontificating lawyers
I escape into the manicured gardens
Through the wild flowered meadow
Down to the meandering river
And sit on the bank alone
Warmed by the smile of the sun.
All is quiet save for birdsong
The buzz of insects and rippling water
Then, as if from nowhere, I see the dragonfly
Hovering, its luminescent wings and body
Startlingly blue and purple, reflected
Bright gems in the mirrored water
Darting here and there without direction
It drops onto a marsh lily
At water’s edge poses prettily
Still for a few seconds, pirouettes
Then is gone.
Yet the memory recalls
After half a century and more,
This moment in time.
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Fraud and Scams
As mentioned by John Bishop, our Speakers’ Officer, a very successful and interesting extra monthly
meeting of 70 Kenton U3A members was held on 13th September 2017 on the very topical and pressing
subject of FRAUD & SCAMS and CRIME PREVENTION.
Every year the British public loses billions of pounds to fraudsters, who bombard us with telephone,
on-line, mail and door-to-door scams. People of all ages, backgrounds and income levels are targeted
and from the questions put to the speakers at the end of the talk, it seems that many seniors and U3A
members have been victims in one way or another.
An excellent tool is the great booklet which the Police have compiled called "The Little Book of Big
Scams", Copies can be obtained by calling 020 7230 1228 or email Sterling@met.pnn.police.uk
This booklet covers all the important information you need, from telephone scams, identity fraud,
investment scams to door-to-door scams, dating scams and online shopping fraud.
If you uncover a scam or fall victim to one, there are many authorities you can contact for advice or
to make a report. All fraud should be reported to Action Fraud: online at www.actionfraud.org.uk
or by telephone on 0300 123 2040. If a crime is actually in progress you should dial 999. A full
list of other contacts is given at the back of this excellent booklet, covering all manner of crimes and
help.
Ten Golden Rules to help you beat the scammers:
1. Be suspicious of all "too good to be true" offers and deals.
2. Do not agree to offers or deals immediately. Always take advice before making a decision.
3. Do not hand over money or sign anything until you have checked all credentials.
4. Never send money to anyone you do not know or trust.
5. Never give banking or personal details to anyone you do not know or trust.
6. Always log on to a website directly rather than clicking on links provided in an email.
7. Do not rely solely on glowing testimonials: find solid independent evidence.
8. Always get independent/legal advice on money matters.
9. Always report a scam to ActionFraud or the Police.
10. Never be embarrassed to report a scam.
Prevention and awareness is of the essence and a vital tool in keeping one step ahead of these
scammers who are very clever and innovative and are always looking for new ways to cheat lawabiding citizens out of their money!
Our thanks go to Santander who organised the talk in conjunction with local police support. officers
George Popa and Perdeep Bagwandas
Marlene Knepler

George Popa and Perdeep Bagwandas

The “Santander Team” - Ann-Marie McManamon, Paul Payne and Mina Karania
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COOKERY CORNER with Vivien Spiteri
MARY BERRY’S COFFEE FUDGE SQUARES.
Makes 21 Squares
You need a 30 x 23 cm traybake or roasting tin
INGREDIENTS
1 - CAKE

2 - ICING

175g soften butter
175g caster sugar
225g self raising flour
1.50 level teaspoons of baking powder
3 large eggs
2 tbsp milk
1 tbsp of coffee essence (or use
2 teaspoons of instant coffee granules
dissolved in
1 tablespoon of hot water)

50g soft butter
115g light muscovado sugar
2 tbs milk
280g sifted icing sugar
25g chopped walnuts

METHOD
1. Preheat the oven to 180C / 160C fan / Gas 4. Grease the tin and line with greased nonstick baking paper.
2. Place all the cake ingredients in a large bowl and beat well for 2 minutes until well
blended. Transfer to the lined tin and level the top.
3. Bake for 30 – 35 minutes or until the cake has
shrunk from the sides of the tin and springs back
when pressed in the centre with your fingertips.
Leave to cool in the tin.
4. To make the fudge topping; place the butter
sugar and milk in a small pan and heat gentle until
the sugar dissolves stirring occasionally, then boil
briskly for 3 minutes. Remove from the heat and
gradually stir in the icing sugar. Beat thoroughly
until smooth.
Spread quickly over the cake and mark into
portions. Decorate each with walnuts if liked.
Leave to cool before cutting into portions and
lifting the portions out with a palette knife.
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CREATIVE WRITING
A Thespian’s Tale - (a monologue)
by Howard Goldstein
I mean what else could I do. George or no George the show had to go on. I had to think
about all those disappointed kids with their sad faces and their angry parents if the show
had to be cancelled not to mention the theatre management who had yet to pay us our final
instalment. Yes the professional spirit had to be applied no matter how silly it might seem.
Of course the situation should never have arisen. "Come out for a quick drink" said George.
"We've had a good run with only one more show to do we can afford to let our hair down a
little" said George. "We deserve a little relaxation" said George. "Seven shows a week for
the lead up to Christmas is a demanding schedule for anyone let alone thespians of our age"
said George.
I must admit the idea seemed attractive and we did have a few hours to kill before curtain up
but on reflection I never should have let him persuade me, and I never should have let him
go off alone, but I did and so we exited stage left to "The Grapes" at the corner of the High
Street.
At 4 O'Clock in the afternoon the bar was quite empty so we could spread ourselves out. I
was only going to have a quiet pint, reflect how the season had gone and then get both of us
back in plenty of time to costume up, but as ever things did not quite work out as planned .
We ordered a couple of beers and got talking to the bar man who on finding out that we were
performing at the Hippodrome was very keen to let us know that he was an enthusiastic
participator in AmDram. .And he was eager to tell us what productions he had appeared in.
Not that we were really interested, I mean you meet such types in every town and city but
its always better to listen politely - after all, they are the types who put bums on seats that
pays our wages. Also doesn't everyone believe they are the next Lawrence Olivier awaiting
discovery in the wings.
Anyway the conversation and the beers flowed until I looked at my watch and saw we only
had an hour or so before our audience would be seated and hopefully waiting in anticipation.
I jumped up and told George we had to get back immediately.
He agreed but said first he had to get some cigarettes from the convenience store next door
and that I should go back alone and he would quickly follow. I really should have known
better and not have left him because half an hour later I was sitting in our dressing room
fully costumed up but with no sign of George. I guessed he had returned to or maybe never
actually left "The Grapes" however I couldn't go looking for him in full costume and there
was insufficient time to disrobe and redress.
I rang his mobile but a strange voice eventually answered. It turned out to be the barman
with whom we had been talking but it sounded like he had also been over sampling the
produce. I deduced George was there but apparently in no state to answer his phone. I
screamed down the line that he had to get back to the Theatre immediately and I think the
barman said he would personally escort him .
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A Thespian’s Tale - (a monologue)
by Howard Goldstein
Anyway 10 minutes later George literally rolled through the dressing room door. He was
in a right state unable to stand up , which was somewhat vital given our role, unable to
speak coherently, possibly not so important given the nature of our act but certainly wholly
incapable of appearing on stage.
I could have tried forcing him to drink copious amounts of black coffee but I decided there
was insufficient time for it to work and he in any case have probably have thrown up mid
act always assuming I had managed to get him that far. No I determined that in the best
theatrical tradition the show would have to go on even though I would appear only as the
front end of the Pantomime Horse.

(Following the departure of Paul Burns, the CREATIVE WRITING group is now
being run by Esther Lipton and Marion Rummer)

QUIRKY VISITS
Tales of the Plague walk
On July 6th 21 members went on walk called ‘Tales of Plague’. We were taken round by
two enthusiastic history buffs, Marianne and Jonathan, and were told the fascinating story
of the Great Plague of 1665. They revelled in tales of ‘Bring out your dead’, the dreadful
‘shutting up’ of houses and bizarre plague treatments.
We started in Tower Hill (”look out for the man with the rat on a stick!”) and wove our way
round the ancient local streets , taking in key Plague landmarks like sites of huge plague
pits and diarist Samuel Pepys’ church, ending up at the Monument, commemorating the
Great Fire which helped bring the Plague to an end.
To bring this rather gloomy subject to life, Jonathan popped up during the two hour walk
dressed as various characters related to the story, regaling us with merry tales. One was a
cheery peasant and his rat on a stick; another was diarist Samuel Pepys; and another was a
spine-chilling Plague Doctor replete in ankle length overcoat, bird-like beak mask, along
with gloves, boots and a wide brim hat.

Merry Plague Walkers
6th July 2017 -

Tales of the Plague Walk
6th July 2017 - Plague Doctor

Afterwards, many of us stayed in the area and enjoyed lunch together, following another
memorable quirky outing.
Louise Bennett
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THE SCHUBERT HOUSES by Pam Edkins
When planning to visit Vienna a few years ago I was very much looking forward to
researching the backgrounds of composers. After collecting information soon after arrival
we were staggered to learn that Beethoven had over eighty different addresses while living
in Vienna.
The composer I am particularly fond of for his harmonies and lyricism is Schubert
so I was very pleased to learn that places where he had lived and worked could be visited.
The first Schubert house was actually a two-room apartment. This was approached
by entering a small courtyard. There was a wooden balcony around at first floor level and
the apartment was accessed by a short flight of wooden stairs. A door led straight into the
kitchen which was a rectangular shape and from memory about 15 feet by 10. It was in this
kitchen that Franz Schubert was born. There was a second door opposite the first which led
into a room not much larger than the first. The whole family, including several children,
lived and slept in this second room. I could not help wondering what the living and hygiene
standards had been like.
The father was a teacher and musician. He had taught Franz in his early life
and Franz played the piano, violin and organ. He was also an excellent singer and won
a scholarship to a boarding school. He later did some teacher training and taught at his
father’s school but left at the age of 21 to become a full time musician. He was popular in
his lifetime writing harmonious songs and dances and could adapt to a variety of musical
forms.
The second house visited, his brother’s, was also an apartment on the first floor in a
line of buildings. Schubert moved there in the last year of his life to be near his brother. He
had become unwell in his mid-twenties and historians believe he may have had syphilis. A
television programme made much of this and was generally morbid which I found difficult
to equate with Schubert’s music. The feeling in the main room of the apartment was
quite different. A long wall displayed framed drawings or prints of Schubert and friends
enjoying picnics in the countryside. There was joy in those drawings. I could hear in my
mind ripples of the Trout Quintet. The whole family was musical and they played various
instruments. They had performed string quartets in this room. Sadly Schubert died here of a
fever at the age of thirty-one. I found the whole experience very moving and could feel the
loss and the hardship. I have never been so affected by any other place.

Schubert 1797-1828
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Schubert’s Birth place

Obituary
We were very sad to hear of the passing this year of one of our facilitators, Pat Kiel,
who ran a Scrabble group in her own home. We extend our condolences to her dear
Husband, Eric, who acts as Accounts Examiner to our Group.
Pat was a great supporter of the Magazine and never failed to send in something
humorous or tongue in cheek. The following was her last contribution.
ATD:
At The Doctors
BFF:
Best Friend Fell
BTW:
Bring the Wheelchair
BYOT:
Bring Your Own Teeth
FWIW:
Forgot Where I Was
GGPBL:
Gotta Go Pacemaker Battery Low
GHA:
Got Heartburn Again
IMHO:
Is My Hearing-Aid On
LMDO:
Laughing My Dentures Out
OMMR:
On My Massage Recliner
OMSG:
Oh My! Sorry, Gas
ROFL:
Rolling on Floor Laughing
Thank you, Pat, we shall all miss you very much.

U3A National News
Our U3A London Region Trustee, Ian McCannah, retired from the post in
August, 2017 after his three year term in office and we await to hear who our
new Regional Trustee will be.
Mr. McCannah was a great supporter of our Kenton & District U3A Magazine,
which he praised as being "one of the best he has seen". Praise indeed!
Following the National AGM, we wish Mr. McCannah much success in his new
position as Vice-Chairman on the U3A National Executive Committee.
The National Office of the U3A relocated from Bromley to Central London on
the 14th August, 2017 and their new home is in Southwark.
The address is: U3A National Office, 52 Lant Street, London, SE1 1RB
The telephone number remains unchanged and is: 020 8466 6139
London Region of U3A’s – www.u3asites.org.uk/london-region
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Vichy by Helga Wolff
Vichy: The very word sends shivers down my spine!
Had it not been for Providence smiling on me, I would have remained in Paris with my
relatives after the outbreak of WWII in September 1939, would have travelled with them to
Maréchal Pétain’s ‘La Zone Libre’. But ‘La Zone’ was not really ‘libre’. He was beholden to
the Germans before they had finally occupied the south of France.

z
In the claustrophobic setting of a police cell male prisoners waited in fear. The stocky, short
French doctor called them in one by one. His brief was to identify the Jews, circumcised at
birth. If the result proved to be positive, the audience heard a loud thud, as if the sharp knife
of the guillotine had severed the head of an aristocrate during the French Revolution. The
innocent’s fate was sealed.
An Austrian aristocrat sat among them; he could have left as a free man. Yet, he was so
shattered by the experience that he handed his pass to the Jewish psychiatrist, begging him
to save himself.
The doctor, if he was tried at the Nürenberg Tribunal after the war, he would have said in
cold blood “I only followed orders”.

z
In 1938 I left Frankfurt-on-Main to live with my Jewish uncle Jas and his Catholic-born
wife, Wally. It was intended that I should remain with them, perfect my already good French
and, finally, attend a college where I would learn dress-design. Sitting next to the designer in
their atelier de modes I watched her; she encouraged me to copy some of her work.
However, another world war was threatening Europe. Again the Germans, Hitler’s ‘masterrace', was re-arming. In 1939, in spite of the treaty signed with Clement Atlee, the English
Prime Minister, the ‘jack-boots’ started to over-run Northern Europe, penetrating into
France.
My relatives managed to get to Switzerland with a hired guide. At the frontier they were
relieved of a large amount of money as a guarantee that they would not be a burden to
the small country. Jas, weakened and over-weight, passed away; whether his body was
transferred to Paris after the war and buried in the Jewish cemetery I cannot recall.
Wally, courageous and resourceful, returned to their big flat, sublet three rooms, kept one as
a bed-sit; in the other two she started up a new fashion business, making contact with her
former customers. I visited her in 1947 and was amazed how she had survived the vagaries
of fortune.
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Even before the war I realized that the Jewish community in Paris was far more inwardlooking than the one in my native town. German Jews, except for the orthodox Jews who
lived in the eastern part ot the town, were well-integrated into the local society. On the
whole, except for a few, French Jews kept themselves to themselves. Even the eclaireuses
to which my Jewish friend belonged was a branch of the national organisation. Her family’s
synagogue was supposed to be liberal; compared to my childhood’s Temple or the liberal
synagogue to which I now belong; their religious services were almost orthodox.
With hindsight, French society had always been less tolerant of the ‘outsider’.
A good example is L’affaire Dreyfus, the Jewish captain who had been accused of treason in
the nineteenth century, but was later exonerated in an official ceremony. And their dislike of
‘the other’ also targeted people from the former French colonies in North Africa.
It was a shock to me during one of my school trips to Paris in the late seventies when the
French cook made racist remarks about the one Arab student in the group. He, poor boy, felt
ashamed that the colour of his skin was off-white. As the teacher-in-charge- I took her to
task.
That was then: and now it has become a global problem without a solution.
Helga Wolff

POST ELECTION PARTY
Jackie Rubin very kindly hosted a post General Election tea party in her garden in
Regal Way, Kenton on Friday, 9th June, 2017 from 3 – 5 pm.
It was a fun social activity and a light hearted opportunity for everyone who attends
the Current Affairs group to mull over the results.

Post Election Garden Party hosted by Jackie Rubin
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KU3A FILM CLUB
“I recognise that horse, that’s Robert Horton’s horse”. That was an exclamation from
one of our regular film club members, Norman Koten, as he was watching Cheyenne
Autumn. Robert Horton was not in that film but some of you may remember him from
the series Wagon Train. Norman has a tremendous memory for faces, (human and
equine) names of the stars, what films they were in, how many Oscars and spouses they
have. He knows 99% of them and if he misses one, he can look it up immediately on
his ever-present copy of the Radio Times ‘Guide to Films’.
The film club was started initially by Ruth Levere and Elaine Smith. When Elaine had
to pull out, the breach was filled by Brian Hunte. Ruth had collected a vast selection of
DVD’s, including many Musicals, while she was working. When she retired she then
had the time to watch them and thought she would share them with the Kenton U3A
members.
We meet twice a month to show a film at 2 p.m., after which we have tea and biscuits,
discuss the film and set the world to rights. A good time is had by all.
The Film Club is held in our homes and is usually attended by a small number of
members, which is probably just as well, as if there are more than 10 at any showing,
we are talking about sitting in laps and we might have to change the name of the club!
Brian Hunte
Film club programme to December 2017 –
Monday at Ruth’s home Thursday at Brian’s home
Thurs.9th Nov. - “Little Shop of Horrors” Mon. 20th Nov. - “ The Fabulous Baker Boys”
Thurs. 7th Dec. - “Death in Venice”
Mon. 18th Dec. - “Billy Elliot” (stage
musical).

Brian Hunte

Ruth Levere

12

The Healthy Living Discussion Group
We started this monthly group in May, and 20 people attended the first meeting.
Our numbers have kept up well since.
For our first meeting I asked everyone to bring food labels from their own kitchens.
We discussed ingredients, noting food groups, calories counts etc, and were able to
look at effects of manufactured and natural foods on health. We touched on diabetes,
raised cholesterol and the social aspects of eating.
The group brought press cuttings relating to current health issues to the second
meeting, in particular heart disease, but discussed myths and truths about benefits of
chocolate, red wine and so forth. We were able to consider the validity or otherwise
of various research and published statistics and how much to believe that we read in
the popular press!
At the third meeting I gave a brief presentation on Dementia and we again looked at
press cuttings and shared personal stories of experiences of this terrible disease.
For our meeting in September each member of the group had been assigned the task
of giving a short presentation on a Vitamin, which we all found very interesting, and
promoted a lively discussion.
The October meeting will run on similar lines, with individual presentations on
Minerals. The format of members giving short presentations seems to be working
well, and helps everyone to feel involved in the group.
Future meetings will look at other aspects of healthy living such as exercise, mental
health and social engagement.
I hope that we can continue to explore the various aspects of healthy living with
equal enthusiasm in the coming year.
Sonia Sassoon - Retired GP

Healthy Living Chaired by
Dr. Sonia Sassoon

Healthy Living Class
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Quirky Outing to Cinema Museum
On Wednesday, 6th September, 14 of us visited a gem of a Museum, situated in the former Lambeth
Workhouse in Dugard Way, Kennington, SE11. Since 1998, the Cinema Museum has been housed
in the Master’s House, the administration block of the former Lambeth Workhouse. Charlie Chaplin
entered the workhouse as a child, when his mother faced destitution. Over the years, the site also
housed an Infirmary, the Lambeth Hospital, a Magistrates Court, a Fire station and a Police Station.
The Museum now occupies the whole of this magnificent Victorian building.
Many of us remember with great nostalgia going to the ‘pictures’ as young children and belonging to a
Boys & Girls Cinema Club; the excitement of entering the artdeco style buildings, the commissionaire,
the attendants and usherettes in their uniforms and the
banks of seats and the fragrance used to mask the smell of smoke.
All this was brought to life by our wonderful guide, Maurice Hardcastle, who was a mine of
information on every aspect of "going to the pictures", from the architecture and fittings of cinemas
themselves, to the marketing materials that promoted the films of the moment. The Museum houses
more than a million photographic images, including pictures of cinemas and cinema going and there is
a collections of posters and original poster artwork and lobby cards.
Many unique films have been saved and preserved by the Museum. There are projectors and sound
systems, arc lamps, lenses plus fixtures and fittings from the artdeco period to the present time.
Uniformed staff in cinemas were integral to the experience of going to the cinema in the last century,
from the 1910’s until the decline of cinema-going in the 1960’s and 70’s and many examples of these
uniforms are housed in the Museum.
Our guide enthralled us with his wonderful stories of cinemas from days gone by and was especially
proud of his connection to Charlie Chaplin, whom he admired greatly and how Charlie’s formative
years were bound up with the Lambeth Workhouse, on the site of which we were all sitting. He
took us on a very interesting tour of all the memorabilia in the Museum and led us up to the lofty and
spacious main hall upstairs, which had been decked out with a tea-room and a large screen and seating
area, surrounded on all sides by numerous original cinema artefacts. We were treated to tea and
biscuits and shown many interesting
items originally used in the cinema. We were all invited to join in the singing of the "Minors of the
ABC song", which was sung by the children at the ABC cinema clubs and this brought back many
happy memories for me.
Our visit finished with the screening of a series of old movie news clips in the small screening room,
presented by Ronald Grant.
This Museum is an absolute gem and a must for anyone with an interest in films and cinema..
Marlene Knepler

Three Photos taken at the Cinema Museum on 6.9.17
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New Interest Groups
We are pleased to announce that the following new interest groups have been
planned for the Autumn and a big Thank You to our Group Organisers,
Peter Rummer and Louise Bennett for all their hard work.
(For dates & full times and venues see the Diary of Interest Group Meetings)
PLAY READING
This new group is being ably led by John Duschnitz and had its first meeting on Monday
18th September, when an excited group of members met to read their first two plays.
"The Celebration" a One Act Play by Harold Pinter caused a few red faces with its rather racy
language, but was immensely enjoyed. The second play "West Moon Street" by Rob Urbinati,
based on "Lord Arthur Savile’s Crime" by Oscar Wilde, also proved most enjoyable, but due to time
constraints could not be read all the way through.
The Play reading group will be meeting on the 3rd Monday of the month at 2.00 p.m. in the Bowling
Club.
LATIN GROUP
The Latin group is being led by Charles Rudd and met for the first time on Thursday, 28th September.
The aim of the group is not to speak Latin communicatively (as with other foreign languages) but
to read and understand Latin. The choice of texts used will be either history (prose), poetry (epic or
lyric) and drama. There are also letters (those of Cicero and Pliny). For light relief, the group may
try Asterix (the Gaul), which has been translated into Latin, as has Harry Potter, Winnie the Pooh and
much else.
Many English words are derived from Latin and many everyday phrases that we use today are directly
in Latin such as: agenda, alibi, census, dats, genius, medium, nil, veto etc.
If you want to learn more, come along on a Thursday at 2.00 p.m. at the Bowling Club on the dates
indicated in the Diary.
THE MIDDLE EAST SINCE 1948 – Israel in an Asymmetric World
This new group is being led by Roger Eden and will be starting at 2.00 p.m. on Wednesday, 1st
November at the Bowling Club and will continue on 15th & 29th November and 13th December.
The course will take us through events in the Middle East surrounding the creation of Israel in 1948
and explore political and military developments in the region since then.
US PRESIDENTS: THE IMPERIAL PRESIDENCY
A series of five talks to be given by John Matlin from Harrow U3A on Thursdays at 10.00 a.m. starting
on 2nd November, then 9th, 16th, 23rd & 30th November. The series will cover: FDR – including causes
of the Great Depression; Truman – how he became President and the crises he dealt with; Eisenhower
and Kennedy. The Do-Little Presidents, LBJ and his Great Society, Nixon – the greatest President that
never was!
EXPLORING THE NEWS
This new group is a follow on from Current Affairs and will be led by Rosemary Wolfson, starting at
2.00 p.m. on Thursday, 2nd November and meeting thereafter on the first Thursday of the month.
The first subject to be explored will be: "The Influence of the oil industry on global politics"
(Big oil companies such as Shell & BP; shale & fracking; Blair & Bush going into Iraq; effect of
electric cars on industry; longterm effects of hurricanes reducing oil supplies; Middle East politics
influenced by Oil Industry etc.)
ART APPRECIATION
This new group will be led by Jennifer Mills and will start on Thursday, 11th January, 2018 at 10.00
a.m. at the Bowling Club. The sessions will run for 11 consecutive weeks and will cover the great
artists of the 17th Century - the big names in Italian and Dutch art such as Caravaggio, Rembradt
and Vermeer, and assess their influence. It will also consider artists who deserve better recognition,
including some female artists.
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RAMBLING GROUP
The Rambling group, under the guidance of Kevin O’Doherty, has been very
busy over the Summer months.
Clerkenwell Walk - May 21st, 2017
We had the largest attendance so far on our Clerkenwell Walk – 12 members turned up.
Clerkenwell is one of London’s oldest suburb dating back to 1371 when it was the site of
the largest Carthusian monastery in England later dissolved by Henry VIII in 1538. The
elegant art deco Florin Court apartments on Charterhouse Square is the home of Poirot in the
TV series. We walked past the site where William ‘Braveheart’ Wallace came to a grisly
end near to the finest Norman church in London, St. Bartholomew-the Great and nearby St.
Bart’s Hospital.
Sir John Betjeman lived in Cloth Fair street next to the church between 1955 and 1977.
Number 43 is a beautiful example of a 17th century merchant’s house a rare survivor of the
Great Fire.Then via St. John’s Gate circa 1504 former priory of the Knights of St. John (the
Knights Hospitallers ‘) to the heart of Clerkenwell, Clerkenwell Green.

View from Greeniwch Observatory

Rangers House

Cutty Sark, Greenwich

Greenwich Observatory

Lenin published his radical publication Iskra (the ‘Spark’) in the building that now houses
the Marx Memorial Library and frequented the still open Crown tavern along with Stalin. It
was here in Clerkenwell Green the Artful Dodger robbed Mr Brownlow in Dickens’s Oliver
Twist. Fagin’s Den was also inspired by the Saffron Hill area which in Dickens’s time was
notorious as an area of ill-repute and criminality.
We found the site of the Clerk’s Well from which the area gets its name. In medieval times
mystery plays were performed by the Parish Clerks here. The young barmen at the pub next
door had never heard of it when we asked if they knew its location but were very interested
once we had found it.
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Past the Spa Fields into Exmouth Market still in existence since 1890 with street food
as a main attraction. This is quite a lively area with lots of restaurants and cafes. From
here we walked down Saffron Hill to finish at Farringdon Station. Other Highlights we
encountered – Smithfield Market, Spa Fields, Hugh Myddleton School, the Horseshoe
pub, Coach and Horses, and the hidden underground River Fleet.
Hammersmith to Chiswick - June 18th, 2017
The walk follows the Thames Pathway along the riverside via the Lower and Upper
Malls at Hammersmith through to Chiswick Mall.
Some members may be familiar with the Blue Anchor licensed in 1722 and its
neighbour the Rutland Arms as popular watering holes in their youth. They are still
going strong. Further along the Hammersmith Mall across Furnivall Gardens is the
Dove, a Grade II listed pub where Charles II is said to have entertained Nell Gwyn
or was it the other way around? It was here in 1740 that the poet James Thompson
composed the words to ‘Rule Britannia’.
Dr James Frederick Furnivall (he of the Gardens) who helped establish what would
become the Oxford English Dictionary, founded a rowing club for working class men
and later one for women - both groups were discriminated against by the Amateur
Rowing Association. His friend Kenneth Grahame is believed to have based Ratty in
‘Wind in the Willows’ on him.
Further along is Kelmscott House a substantial Georgian building which was the
London residence of William Morris. Close by Hammersmith Terrace is a row of 17
elegant Georgian houses that date from the 1750s
Chiswick Mall starts at the end of the terrace and nearby is Fuller’s Griffin Brewery
where beer has been brewed for over 350 years. Their beers include London Pride,
ESB, Chiswick Bitter and London Porter. On Church Street is Old Burlington the
second oldest structure in Chiswick where Dick Turpin is said to have had his wedding
breakfast. Hogarth House is nearby if you wish to visit. We skipped it and went on to
Chiswick House and Gardens. Chiswick House is one of the finest Palladian buildings
in Britain inspired by the architects Andrea Palladio and Inigo Jones. The Gardens are
believed to be the birthplace of the English Landscape movement.
We decided to walk on to the Strand -on-the-Green one of the most picturesque parts
of London where the elegant 18th century houses are right on the river bank, and
finished the walk at Kew Bridge.
If you fancy a pub lunch and a leisurely stroll along the river on a good day then I
would recommend the first part of the walk to Hammersmith Terrace.
Greenwich - 20th August
This was a most enjoyable circular walk around Greenwich and the Park on a lovely
day, visiting the Cutty Sark, the Greenwich Observatory and the Rose Garden and
Ranger’s House. On the return journey we took the foot tunnel under the Thames
back to the Isle of Dogs and Canary Wharf.
Future Walks include:
Sunday 15th October – Richmond Park Walk
Sunday 26th November – Southwark and Bankside Walk – historic Southwark and
Globe Theatre
Sunday 17th December – Spitalfields & Whitechapel – local markets, the Hugenots
and Jewish Immigration in the East End
Contact Kevin O’Doherty: mobile 07958 482843 email: kevinodoherty@hotmail.com
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GROUPS ROUND UP
(See Activities Diary for full dates, times and venues
ENGLISH LITERATURE
The English Literature group, under the guidance of David Harris, is continuing with Shakespeare,
having read Macbeth, Julius Caesar and Twelfth Night. The current read is OTHELLO. A very
interesting visit was made to the Globe Theatre (see report on page 19).
MUSEUM OUTINGS
The Museum group has had some interesting visits over the Summer. On 2nd August they visited
the RA Summer Exhibition. Chris Coates reported: With over 1000 art objects on display, in every
possible format from architectural drawings to a sailing ship made from pearls, the exhibition can be
overwhelming – but there really was something for everyone. Of particular interest was: an etching of
St. Kilda, "Amy Remixed" and the extraordinary "Art of being right"
The Group is ably led by Eva Groszmann and Eva reports: Probably the most interesting outings were
a tour of the Royal Opera House and the Alma-Tadema exhibition in Leighton House. The guided tour
of the ROH covered the history of the opera house, its costumes and its huge backstage and sets. We
also saw part of a ballet rehearsal. Lawrence Alma-tadema was a Victorian painter whose portraits
were outstanding. He studied excavations of antiquity and often used this in his historical paintings.
He was at home in antiquity.
In the Hokusai Exhibition in the British Museum we learnt about colour woodcut prints. The Great
Wave is just one woodcut from the series Thirty-six Views of Mt. Fuji.
Future outings include Matisse in the Studio exhibition in the RA and The Encounter: Drawings from
Leonardo to Rembrandt in the National Portrait Gallery.
QUIRKY LONDON VISITS
The next visit organised by Louise Bennett will be on Monday, 20th November at 3.30 p.m.
to TRINITY HOUSE. Trinity House, in Tower Hill, is the home to the General Lighthouses Authority,
who are responsible for the safety of shipping and the well-being of seafarers. It’s illustrious history
dates back to 1514 when King Henry VIII granted its Royal Charter.
The charge for the tour is £8 and the tour will last for 75 mins incl. tea, coffee and biscuits.
Please let Louise know if you wish to come.
Future visits include: Postal Museum on 18th Jan. 2018 and Poppy Factory on 22nd Mar. 2018.
THEATRE OUTING
Members of the group recently saw the play "PRISM" at the Hampstead Theatre. This delightful play
was based on the extraordinary life of double Oscar-winning cinematic master
JACK CARDIFF "the man who made women look beautiful". Excellently acted by Robert Lindsay and
Claire Skinner and written and directed by Terry Johnson.
FILM CLUB
Led by Ruth Levere on Mondays & Brian Hunte on Thursdays.
Future films: Thurs. 9th Nov. "Little Shop of Horrors"; Mon.20th Nov. "The Fabulous Baker Boys;
Thurs. 7th Dec. "Death in Venice"; Mon.18th Dec. "Billy Elliot"
FRENCH CONVERSATION
This Group led by Joan Schlackman will recommence on 2nd November at the home of Judith Littman.
MAGIC OF THE MUSICALS
Mike Morrow is continuing his series on the Magic of the Musicals – see Diary for dates.
SHARING MEMORIES
Audrey Arnold has stepped down from leading this Group and John Collier has now taken over.
Many thanks to Audrey for all her hard work and welcome to John.
SPEAKING IN PUBLIC
This Group under the guidance of Ruth Vishnick is due to restart in January 2018.

18

Globe Theatre Tour and Exhibition
The English Literature Group has been studying a number of Shakespeare plays in
recent months, ably led by the inspirational David Harris. It seemed like an obvious idea to
use the Summer break for a group of us to go and visit Shakespeare’s Globe. 16 of us went
along for a guided tour of the reconstructed theatre at Bankside on 8th August, 2017.
We enjoyed a lively commentary about staging and performance in Shakespeare’s
day from our own engaging guide, strikingly clad with three tone hair and bedecked in
tattoos and piercings (imagine Betty Boop!) She transported us back to the days when
ordinary (and raucous) citizens crowded the open-air, circular theatre for a Shakespeare play.
We also heard about the Globe’s history, renovation and its current life. It was real bonus
to sit in the sunshine and watch part of a technical rehearsal King Lear, which was opening
later in the week.
Afterwards, most of us headed for a coffee break together before then touring the
Globe Exhibition at our own pace with an audio guide, to learn about drama in 16th-century
London from interactive displays. We discovered, for example, how sound effects were
created 400 years ago and heard about the processes that went into putting together a play,
from writing and rehearsals to music and dance.
Downstairs in the exhibition, there were also live interactive demonstrations of how
people dressed up in the Elizabethan era and where you could actually try out the clothes
themselves.
We had an informative, entertaining and sociable outing. A wonderful experience
and exhibition.
Louise Bennett

Globe Theatre

English Lit. Group

The Stalls
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